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to stick steadfastly to my pledge through every trial and ordeal.
Hence, though enveloped in despair, I shall not abandon optimism.
For, God means Truth and Truth means peace. God is, without
doubt, the supporter of Truth. Truth always triumphs. Though
knowing this, if through fear I doubt it, who would be a greater
coward than I?
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 5-3-1922
3.   SWADESHI v. KHADI
"Swadeshi" is a very widely known word. It is a compre-
hensive word. Such a word can have both a good and a bad
effect. The sea is vast. But for it, we would not get oxygen.
However, the sea, like fire, is all-devouring. Immeasurable dross
is washed into it and yet in itself it is pure. The moment one leaves
the shore behind, one finds that its water is as transparent as
glass. Under the sun's rays, its spray shines like pearls and dia-
monds; the radiance of these is nothing compared to that of the sea.
The sea lets ships sail across its waters, and yet, if anyone were to
drink the water, he would feel sick. We get sweet potable water
from wells, rivulets and small streams. Swadeshi, then, is a sea, an
ocean. Nations can prosper by following it even to a small extent.
When its meaning is explained, the word impresses. But, at present,
if we take a headlong plunge into the sea of swadeshi, we are
likely to be drowned. Just now, swadeshi is no more than an
aspiration which it is beyond our capacity to realize.
Some say in the name of swadeshi that they will make or buy
swadeshi padlocks and not buy Chubb padlocks. In preference to
the Rogers brand of knives, some buy a knife with an edge none
too fine, and even one which would not so much as cut a nose,
and some others try to manufacture such knives. Some ask for
swadeshi paper, while others want ink, penholders and pins.
Thus, everyone demands a swadeshi product of his choice to
gratify his sentiment for swadeshi. But this can be of no benefit
to our country. It only brings the word "swadeshi" into dis-
repute and harms the cause.
A house-builder does not, at the very start, put up balconies,
porticos, doors and windows and arrange furniture. First, he lays
the foundation, then he builds the walls and when they are ready,
he begins plastering and painting them. The same is true about
the edifice of swadeshi,